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TEXT INTERPRETATION AND ANALYTICAL READING IN EFL CLASS: ANALYTICAL THINKING PERSPECTIVE

Analytical thinking is a cognitive skill that enables learners to interpret information critically, evaluate arguments, and make relevant judgments. Due to the fact that students are exposed to a great amount of versatile, complex information, building up analytical thinking skills has become crucial in contemporary education. Thus, promoting and practising analytical thinking is a preferable pedagogical result. The present study aims at outlining the conceptual relationship between analytical reading and analytical thinking in an EFL class. 
While analytical thinking involves breaking down complex problems into component parts to understand underlying structures, analytical reading applies this process to texts. It helps students to recognize the text’s purpose, the author’s intention, and implications.  That is where analytical reading and text interpretation step in in order to systematically develop analytical thinking.
There exist various views on the role of analytical reading in enhancing students’ communicative competence and analytical thinking.  According to Gao [2: 321], students trained in analytical reading mode “can quickly enter the author's thinking,
accurately grasp the core points, and effectively acquire
knowledge”. Verhovtsova et al. [6: 133] regard analytical reading as a cognitive skill which “refers to an ability to approach a text critically by giving priority to the objectives that the author might have”. Another scholar claims that analytical reading has a dual nature: on the one hand, it consists in summarizing the main idea of the text, on the other hand it boils down to “the interpretation of the reading” [Santhitiwanich, et al, 2013: 4854]. Highlighting the significance of enhancing students’ analytical thinking skill, Areesophonpichet [1: 2] maintains that it directly leads to the development of critical thinking, problem solving, and creative thinking skills. Some scholars focus on doing text world analysis in order “to adequately comprehend and interpret a complex literary work” [3: 99-100].
The current research presents a case study of employing relevant techniques in an EFL analytical reading class based on interpreting the novel “Nightwork” by Irwin Shaw [5].  A comprehensive framework for analytical reading instruction comprises the following aspects: 1) Structural Analysis, which focuses on text organization, argumentation patterns, and logical coherence; 2) Interpretive Analysis, which encourages readers to examine perspective, bias, and contextual influences; and 3) Evaluative Analysis, where readers assess the quality of evidence, validity of claims, and broader significance of the text’s ideas. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through guided reading protocols, targeted questioning techniques, and reflective tasks, students are involved in textual analysis. Among the tasks which contribute to building up students’ communicative competence and analytical thinking skills are: “Comment on the character’s behaviour”, “Give your reasons”, “Reflect on what the author meant”, “Analyze the implicit ironic connotation created in literary context”, “Point out the reasons why the main character’s worldview became highly ironic”, etc. Moreover, interpreting rhetorical devices significantly adds to understanding the author’s implications [7: 152-153]. In this context, it is effective to discuss the use of irony and allusion as characteristic features of the author’s style, and comment on other rhetorical devices which serve as the basis for producing an ironic effect.
Analytical reading is not merely a literacy skill but a cognitive activity that models and strengthens analytical thinking. When implemented systematically, it helps students turn from passive recipients of information to active, critical participants in knowledge construction. 
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